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FOLLOWING TEL SENT BANGKOK FROM SONGKHLA 26 APR REPEATED FYI: 
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TAGS: SREF, VM, TH 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SONGKHLA REFUGEE CAMP 
REF: BARNES TELECON APRIL 25 

1 . AS I REPORTED VERBALLY TO MR. BARNES ON APRIL 21, PROVINCE 

OFFICIALS SAY THEY HAVE NOT ENCOURAGED NOR OFFERED BOATS TO VIETNAMESE 

REFUGEES IN CAMP WHO WISHED TO SAIL TO AUE RALIA. THE VICE GOVERNOR 
TOLD ME, HOWEVER, THAT UNDER PRESENT RTG POLICY, HE CANNOT PREVENT 
REFUGEES WHO WANT TO LEAVE FROM DOING SO. 

2. THE CAMP COMMANDANT TOLD ME ONE FAMILY HAD "BOUGHT'' A BOAT TO 
ATTEMPT TO SAIL TO AUSTRALIA. HE SAID THAT HE TRIED TO DISCOURAGE 
THEM AND HAD INFORMED UNHCR REP ABOUT IT. UNHCR REP CONFIRMED THE 
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STORY AND SAID HE HAD TALKED TO PERSONS INVOLVED. HE TOLD THEM 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT UNHAPPY ABOUT SO MANY BOATS ARRIVING IN 
AUSTRALIA AND THAT THE REFUGEES MAY NOT BE WELCOME. WHEN INFORMED 
OF THIS, REFUGEES SAID THEY WOULD RECONSIDER. 

3. MORALE OF REFUGEES IN CAMP POOR. OVERCROWDING CAUSED BY MORE 
THAN 1,000 REFUGEES AND POOR LEADERSHIP OF CAMP COMMANDANT ARE TWO 
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REASONS FOR POOR MORALE. UNHCR REP BELIEVES CAMP COMMANDANT RUNNING 
PROTECTION RACKET, THUS CAUSING DISSENSION WITHIN THE CAMP. THE 
DEPARTURE OF MR. MAI OR HIS DISMISSAL FROM HIS PRESENT JOB AND HIS 
REPLACEMENT BY A MORE CAPABLE LEADER WOULD CERTAINLY HELP MORALE. 

4. FOUR YOUNG GIRLS, THREE OF THEM UNDER 15 YEARS OLD, ALLEGEDLY 
RAPED BY THAI POLICEMEN WHEN REFUGEE BOAT VNKG 1098 LANDED IN 
RANOT, ABOUT 90 KILOMETERS FROM SONGKHLA. THE DOCTOR CONFIRMED 
THAT THEY HAD BEEN RAPED WITHIN PAST FEW DAYS. THE UNHCR REP HAS 
ASKED THE GOVERNOR TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION. 

5. THE ICEM MEDICAL TEAM OF TWO THAI NURSES FINALLY ARRIVED IN 
SONGKHLA OVER THE WEEKEND. THEY HAVE BEGUN TO CONDUCT THE MEDICAL 
EXAMINATIONS OF THE REFUGEES APPROVED TO TRAVEL TO THE U.S. THE 
UNHCR REP IS HOPEFUL THAT THESE REFUGEES MAY BE READY FOR TRAVEL TO 
BANGKOK SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. THE IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE OF ABOUT 150 
REFUGEES FOR THE U.S. WOULD CERTAINLY AID MORALE IN THE CAMP. 

6. AS REPORTED TO MR. BARNES ON APRIL 21, DELIVERY OF RICE HAS AGAIN 
BECOME SPOTTY WITHIN THE LAST WEEK. ON APRIL 19 AND 24, THE REFUGEES 
DID NOT RECEIVE ANY RICE. ON OTHER DAYS THEY HAVE RECEIVED ONE OR 
TWO BAGS LESS THAN THE AUTHORIZED AMOUNT. WHEN I MENTIONED THIS TO 
THE VICE GOVERNOR ON APRIL 20, HE AGAIN BLAMED THE SLOWNESS OF RECEIPT 

OF MONEY FROM BANGKOK AS THE REASON FOR THE SPOTTY DELIVERY BY THE 
CONTRACTORS. 
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